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Fruit fly outbreak – key messages for Riverland schools

February 2026

Bringing fruit to school – general advice
· To protect our communities from fruit fly, there are restrictions on moving home-grown fruit and vegetables around the Riverland.  
· [bookmark: _Hlk218580921]Understand your situation:
· [bookmark: _Hlk218603607][bookmark: _Hlk218581067]Check the fruit fly outbreak map to know whether you live or go to school in a fruit fly outbreak area.
· Learn which produce is at risk of fruit fly.
· Fruit and veg in lunchboxes:
· [bookmark: _Hlk218581424]You can pack lunchboxes with fruit and vegetables purchased from Riverland shops providing the lunchbox is sealed during transit.
· [bookmark: _Hlk218581488]You can cook, bake, puree, grate, freeze or dry any home-grown produce and then pack it in a lunchbox. 
· Sliced and mashed are not fruit fly safe preparation methods.
· Dispose of all fruit waste correctly at school. Do not leave fruit or fruit scraps on the ground. 
· Restricted produce grown on school grounds in a red outbreak area must not leave the site. Instead, it can be used for cooking lessons and consumed on the site. Do not compost or bury restricted produce.
· At home and at school, there are lots of things that can be done to help prevent fruit fly:
· Pick ripe fruit as soon as possible. 
· Collect fallen fruit. Do not compost or bury it in an outbreak area. 
· Check your fruit for blemishes and maggots.
· Call the Fruit Fly Hotline on 1300 666 010 if you suspect fruit fly. Seal fruit in an airtight bag, ready for collection.
· [bookmark: _Hlk218580999]Visit fruitfly.sa.gov.au for the latest updates.

For schools in red outbreak areas
· If you live in a:
· red outbreak area, you can’t bring any restricted home-grown fruit and vegetables to school.
· yellow suspension or green area, home-grown fruit and vegetables can be brought to school but must not be taken home.
· All fruit waste must be disposed of at school. Schools need to double bag all fruit waste and put in the general (red) waste bin.
· Do not compost or bury any restricted items.
For schools in yellow suspension areas
· If you live in a:
· red outbreak area, you cannot bring any restricted home-grown fruit and vegetables to school.
· yellow suspension area, you can bring home-grown fruit and vegetables to and from school.
· green area, home-grown fruit and vegetable can be brought to school but must not be taken home.
· Schools need to double bag all fruit waste and put in the general (red) waste bin.
For schools in green unaffected areas
· If you live in a:
· yellow suspension or red outbreak area, you can’t bring restricted home-grown fruit and vegetables to school.
· green area, you can bring fresh home-grown fruit and vegetables to school and take anything uneaten back home.
· Schools can place all fruit waste in their green bin or general (red) waste bin as normal.
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Contact: fruitfly@sa.gov.au 
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